Honor the Legend
Baron Julien de Beaumarchais de Rothschild sharing his passion
for wine and the heritage of his family during his visit to Vietnam.
A hectic afternoon in
Saigon, we and Mr Chris Thompson
– Managing Director of Elite Wines
Vietnam are looking forward to seeing a really special person: Julien de
Beaumarchais Rothschild.
He is the co-owner of three very famous chateaux; Château Mouton
Rothschild, Château Clerc Milon
and Château d’Armailhac with his
brother and sister (Philippe and
Camille Sereys de Rothschild).
Moreover, since the 18th century the Rothschild family has
been known as one of the most
powerful in the world not only in banking and finance but also
with strong influences in many other glamorous fields. His mother
inherited the estate from his grandfather – Philippe de Rothschild
who created the success of Château Mouton Rothschild up to this
day.
We are sure that our readers might think about Julien as an unapproachable person cause of his family status but all of doubts about
him just disappeared when he arrived at the lobby of Hôtel des Arts
Saigon where he is hosting an event to honor the Champagnes and
Grand Cru wines of his family. He looks so friendly and excited after
a long day visiting art galleries and museums in Ho Chi Minh City.
Arts is his first love and it feels so natural that he should be born
into a family with such a great art tradition. After Julien shared his
experiences of his first day in Vietnam, we begin to talk about his
role at Château Mouton Rothschild and the relationship between
wine and art and also the legacy of his mother.
Wines and inspirations
From 1945, Château Mouton Rothschild has a great tradition, they
invite talented artists to create and design labels for each wine vintages such as Pablo Picasso, Marc Ccgall, Joan Miró, Dalí, Wassily

Kandinsky, Andy Warhol, etc… and latest have been Jeff Koons,
Miquel Barceló, Lee Ufan and David Hockney. Wine lovers very
much enjoy the thrill of collecting Mouton bottles by vintage not only
because of the wonderful wine but also due to the value of the art
creation.
In 2014, when Julien’s mother passed way, he, his brother and sister assumed responsibility to select the artist to create the label
for each wine vintage of Château Mouton Rothschild. Julien’s vast
experience working in the art business and with many galleries was
a very appropriate way to prepare him for this responsibility.
“Simply speaking, we have selected contemporary artists who are
famous and well known because Mouton is one of the the most famous chateau in the world. But the challenge is how to find an artist
who is not only famous at that time but also will be a positive and
influential figure for the next next 10 years or 20 years” Julien said.
The reason is all decisions relevant to Château Mouton has to be
considered because of the heritage, vison and long-term strategy
of the brand in future.
“When an artist creates, they need different “materials” such as
quality, colors, topics to combine into an elegant work that will look
stunning. Making wine also depends on many elements including
quality of grapes, fermentation and bottling to make best quality of
wines” Julien shared. “And of course, both of them are similar to
the human heritage, easy to be lost, destroyed or damaged. But I
only compare between wines and arts at some points. Because of
differences from wines, artist they are not depend on weathers to
create” he smiled.
Julien still remembers his mother every day and how she inspired
him with her endless passion about arts and her diligence with the
family activities (he doesn’t like to use the word “business” because
the activities he is pursuing is not because of financial gain).
“When making decisions, I wonder what my mother would do in this
situation as she is was extraordinary and my brightest mirror. But I
recognize that the final decision has to be made by myself. I always
work hard and hope that one day when I have completed my significant journey, I will have left good values and works which can be
added into the wonderful Rothschild family heritage”.

