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Frédéric Mairesse, Managing Director of Champagne Barons de Rothschil

cru-mngzine.com



WINE FEATURE ———

From Bordeaux to Champagne,
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Champagne Barons
de Rothschild
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The Rothschilds are known as a well-established international banking
family as well as in the world of wine. Their family members own 2 of
the top Chéteaux in Bordeaux: Chateau Lafite Rothschild and Chéteau
Mouton Rothschild, producing first growths grand crus red wines. In
2007 the family started a new venture together in making champagne,
and established Champagne Barons de Rothschild in Reims, the heart of
Champagne. Earlier their Managing Director, Mr. Frédéric Mairesse came
to Hong Kong to join an Equestrian event sponsored by the champagne,
we spent some time with him talking about the growth of this champagne
with a famed name.
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Making first growths Bordeaux is much
different to champagne. Indeed, Frédéric
Mairesse started his career in Champagne
and went to Bordeaux before getting back

to Reims again. He is the one who knows
the best about the question. “From vineyard
management, harvesting decisions to
winemaking, it is totally different approach
in the two regions. When I started working
in Bordeaux, winemakers and owners liked
to discuss with me about champagne, and
we sometimes even traveled together to have
more insight about Champagne,” explained
Frédéric. Blending is again vastly different
experience. In Bordeaux, you would have

a rough idea tasting the base wines, like if
you tasted any en primeur, you would have a
rough idea what the final cuvée will become.
But in champagne, the base wines are so
different comparing to the final bubbles.
They are just still wines and you have to
foresee what will happen after the secondary
fermentation and maturation.

Besides viticulture and vinification,
establishing house style is even more
important. Initially starting from the 3
champagne grape varieties of Chardonnay,
Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier, now their
focus is on Chardonnay, complementing with
Pinot Noir. Frédéric mentioned, “We decided
to give up Pinot Meunier not because it was
unsatisfactory, but after tasting, the family
would like to let Chardonnay dominate
our house style. That’s also why you see
the release of vintage Blanc de Blancs
champagne from us.” The Blanc de Blancs
Vintage 2006 is really outstanding, except
that the quantity is too little to cover all the
champagne lovers. “Quantity 1s not our focus;
we look for top notch quality and we are
patient in crafting the ultimate champagne.”
The statement simply summarizes their
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INTERVIEW
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Frédéric demonstrates disgorging a champagne and let us taste
the fresh champagne without adding dosage.
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WINE FEATURE ———

Road to the

Ultimate Champagne

To craft the best prestige champagne,

besides the best grapes from the Grand Cru
vineyards and outstanding plots, patience and
craftsmanship is also important. “We aim

to make an ultimate cuvée, an assemblage
which is even more important than a vintage
champagne. It represents the commitment

of the champagne house and requires top
quality reserve base wines coming from
different years. Every year we reserve a high
proportion of base wine for future use.” Now
their Brut NV is using around 40% of reserve
wine from back vintages. Every blending

is a task to work out a cuvée from 200 base
wines and reserve wines. By establishing an
array of reserve wines reserve, the winemaker
could finally craft an unparallel cuvée that the
Rothschild family is looking for: an ultimate
champagne! We are looking forwards to the
release in the near future. The Rothschild
family is as focused as always, like in their
banking or wine or other businesses. They are
not in a hurry and are only looking to make
the best of the best, it is not just another “toy”
business as a hobby but with passions and
great attentions.

Enquiry: ASC Fine Wines
Tel: +852 3923 6700
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POSTSCRIPT

We were at the Longines Masters with
Frédéric and we videoed him talking about
the start of the Champagne Barons de
Rothschild and other questions. Please scan
the QR Code to enjoy. %



